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Sound Innovations for Guitar™ is a 
revolutionary new method that utilizes  
solid pedagogy and modern technology  
to provide students and teachers with  
the skills needed to play modern guitar— 
with a focus on real-world guitar skills.  
The method follows state and national  
music education standards and was built  
with feedback from guitar teachers across  
the country.

™

for guitar
A Revolutionary Method for Individual or Class Instruction

Simple. Innovative. Yours.

Features
	� Focus on real-world guitar skills
	� Musically satisfying lessons focus on 

core guitar skills like strumming and 
fingerpicking chords, playing pivotal  
rock and blues riffs, improvising, reading  
music, and applying music theory

	� Students simultaneously learn rhythm and 
melody parts while performing in groups 
and ensembles 

	 �Innovative pedagogy develops proper 
technique for both hands, and allows  
students to play chords and perform  
essential guitar parts early on 

	 �Clear, focused goals and benchmarks 
organized into six levels

	 �Clean page layout for quick identification 
of concepts

	 �Video lessons on DVD explain and 
demonstrate all concepts and techniques

	� MP3 recordings demonstrate every 
example and song in the book with  
play-along accompaniments, and  
specialized instructional tracks feature  
concise explanations and demonstrations  
of all new concepts and techniques  

	 �SI Player software allows tracks to be 
slowed down and sections looped for 
continuous practice

Resources for teachers
	� Teacher Edition contains lesson plans and 

suggestions for expansion and assessment
	 �MP3 and DVD demonstrations and 

explanations provide key examples and 
information for both teacher and student

	 �Online community with direct access 
to authors for support and collaboration

	 �Additional reinforcement pages, 
supplementary materials, assessments, 
and much more available online
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Recorded MP3 Tracks
Recorded accompaniments and demonstrations are included for every line of music in the book. These 
professionally-recorded examples range in style from classical to acoustic music, including rock, blues, and jazz. 

Each CD includes:
	 MP3 recordings of all music in the book
	� Recorded explanations of concepts and techniques
	� Tracks in both full demonstration and play-along 

(no guitar) versions
	� SI Player software that allows students to slow tracks 

down and loop examples for continuous practice

DVD and MP3 CD track  
numbers are clearly  
noted with their  
corresponding exercises.

Recorded accompaniment  
sound samples can be heard at  
alfred.com/soundinnovations.

DVD
The DVD features more than 40 chapters that guide you through new concepts and techniques.  
Plus, many songs in the book are demonstrated and performed on the DVD. 

The Student DVD addresses:
	� Guitar types, setup, tuning, and warm-ups
	� Right- and left-hand technique for pick and fingerstyle
	 Musical concepts

	 All new notes and chords
	� Clear demonstrations and explanations by 

the authors of all concepts and techniques

	� Exercise examples, full songs, and 
ensemble arrangements from 
the book are performed and 
demonstrated by the authors and  
an actual student
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Notes are taught beginning on the low E string:
	� Encourages solid left- and right-hand technique
	� Promotes fretboard understanding through 

sequential introduction of notes from low to high
	� Provides immediate introduction of guitar chords 

from the root tone
	� Allows students to begin playing fundamental 

bass-line type rock and blues patterns right away

Goals
Every exercise includes  
a brief statement  
identifying what the  
student should learn.

Counting
Divided counting  
aids rhythmic  
understanding  
and prepares for  
introduction of  
eighth notes.

Note Introduction
Sequential introduction  
of notes from low to high

Student Book Features

ideal for all music teachers!
	� Easy-to-follow format allows teachers with 

little to no guitar experience to successfully 
use the method in their classrooms.
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Student Book Features

Chords, strumming, and 
accompaniment concepts 
and techniques are taught  
from the beginning.

Students will be guided  
on choosing correct chords  
“by ear.”

Comprehensive Musicianship

Students learn the melodic 
and rhythmic functions of 
the guitar as they perform 
two- and three-part ensembles 
throughout the book. 

Fingerpicking patterns  
applied to chord fingerings  
are introduced early on using  
tablature to emphasize the  
simple intuitive nature of  
guitar patterns. 
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Early introduction  
of eighth notes and  
accidentals allows  
students to play rock 
and blues bass-line 
figures right away. 

Student Book Features

Musical Styles

Assessment

The Sound Check sections provide 
assessment rubrics at the end of each  
level for teacher, self, or peer evaluation.

Students perform diverse 
music selections from 
classical to rock.
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The Appendices contain all of the 
basic information about playing guitar 
including body types, holding the 
guitar, technique, picking, warm-ups, 
reading music and TAB notation,  
a chord chart, and more.

Student Book Features

Performance Opportunities

Students will play two- and three-part  
ensemble arrangements suitable for 
concert and recital performances. Songs 
include “Minuet in G,” “Agaudo Study,”  
“One Finger Blues,” “Romanza,” and more. 

Appendices



Request a FREE  
In-Service Webinar 

Presented by Aaron Stang & Bill Purse

Learn about how to incorporate  
Sound Innovations into your 

classroom and hear educational  
insight and teaching �tips from these 
internationally-renowned educators.

Visit alfred.com/SIwebinar for details.

Authors Aaron Stang and Bill Purse have  
combined their decades of experience as  
educators and performers of rock, blues, jazz, 
acoustic, and classical styles of guitar with  
feedback and input from guitar teachers  
across the country to provide the first truly 
unique guitar course of this century.

The SI for Guitar authors: Bill Purse and Aaron Stang

Prices are in US$. Price and availability subject to change without notice.
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aaron stang
Aaron Stang is a Grammy award-winning guitarist and the author of 
numerous guitar methods including The 21st Century Guitar Method, 
and Guitar Expressions, and he is the recipient of Duquesne University’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award for his work as a guitar educator. In addition, 
Aaron has produced numerous music videos including the performance/
documentary DVD, Killer Piano, featuring the legendary rock and roll 
pioneer Jerry Lee Lewis. Killer Piano was premiered at the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame as part of their celebration of Jerry Lee Lewis’ presentation 
of the American Music Master’s Award. Aaron is an Acquisitions Editor for 
Alfred Music Publishing where he directs the arranging and production 
of guitar songbooks for many legendary artists including Carlos Santana, 
Pantera, Jackson Browne, Green Day, Led Zeppelin, Rush, Dream Theater, 
The Rolling Stones, and many others.

bill purse
Bill Purse is a full professor, chair of the guitar and music technology 
departments at Duquesne University (Pittsburgh), where he was  
instrumental in the development of two new majors: the undergraduate 
music technology degree and graduate music technology degree  
programs. Purse is the present chair of the NAfME/NAMM/GAMA  
(National Association for Music Educators/National Association of Music 
Merchants/Guitar and Accessories Marketing Association) Guitar  
Education Team, which was created to revitalize the guitar in education. 
This very successful task force has retrained more than 3,200 teachers, 
who in turn have taught more than 680,000 young guitarists. In addition, 
Purse has written numerous music texts and has produced and recorded 
numerous albums ranging from classical to jazz genres.

Interested in adopting � 
Sound Innovations 
for your district?

Also available for

Concert Band and String Orchestra
Robert Sheldon  |  Bob Phillips  |  Peter Boonshaft  |  Dave Black

Chris Bernotas  |  Kirk Moss

MP3 Recordings of every  
line of music in the book

Master Class DVDs illustrating  
concepts throughout the book

Available in  
SmartMusic™

Customize Your Method with the Director’s Choice Edition, Book 1!

alfred.com/soundinnovations

• �Select your pedagogy  
(starting pitch, starting note value,  
starting technique, note names in  
note heads)

• Customize the tune selection
• Add enrichment pages
• �Personalize the cover and  

introductory page

SI for Guitar Standard Edition
Student Book

(00-37177) Includes book, MP3 CD & DVD............$12.99

Teacher Book
(00-39055) Includes book, MP3 CD & DVD.............$TBD


