BONUS #1

HOW TO GET THAT AUDITION WITH A NATIONAL
ACT OR ROAD BAND AND START TOURING

. Create a Facebook or LinkedIn page. | have both. It is free and everyone knows how to
use it. It is a perfect way for managers and band members to get to know you better. Post
aresume’, bio and equipment list and a song demo. Remember all you want is the
audition. They will have to see and hear you live before they make a decision, so drive
the traffic to your Facebook page so they can get to know you.

Make business cards and flyers promoting your talent and availability. Have many on
hand always. You never know who you are going to meet. Always be prepared.

. Go to the rehearsal rooms that touring bands use to rehearse their act and see who is
around. Post an ad on the wall making yourself available. In the ad, write in your web
address so they can see you. It is about relationships. You are not going to get the
audition or job unless the band or manger meets you to make sure you are someone they
can travel with, trust and can work with.

I have a friend that recently went to the rehearsal rooms and just met a musician in the
parking lot who knew of an opening with a touring act. He got an audition and got the
job and is on the road right now.

. Call the record companies. You have to talk to the publicist for the national bands and
artists so it will take a bit of digging to find the right person. Find out which act is in need
of a drummer. Try to talk to someone live. You won’t get anywhere if you leave your
number and messages don’t work unless they are looking for a drummer at that moment.
My friend did this and he got a job right away with a small act that was signed to Warner
Brothers after he spoke to someone live. It sounds great but the gig didn't last and the
artist was not playing out enough so he went to the rehearsal studios and had better luck.
So you can try this route and you might have better luck.

If you are here in Nashville, hang out downtown and talk to the musicians. All the road
guys play downtown when they are not with an artist. Hand them your card, try to sit in
and just get to know them. A good time to look is in the early part of the year. Some of
the bands don't go out until March or April.



6. If you are playing country, come to Nashville in June for Fan Fair. All the biggest acts
are in town and they hang out in the local clubs. Get to know them and hand out your
card.

7. Always sit in with other bands and hand out your card. This is one of the most effective
ways to get a gig. Musicians have to see you play before they will hire you and playing
with them in a live on stage will get you the gig.

8. Moving to one of the city’s where touring bands go out of. Such as Nashville, LA or New
York. Living in one of these cities does help. | do know Nashville and | can say that the
musician’s support system is great here and | am sure it is the same in the other two cities
also.

9. Call large entertainment management companies and leave your contact information. Ask
if there are any bands in need of a drummer. Your timing is important with this kind of
call so keep calling. They will forget you as soon as you hang up so make sure it is alright
for you to call again. Get the name of the person that you contacted, usually it is the
receptionist, and ask for them when you make that second call.

10. Make friends with the sales staff at all the drum and music stores in your area. Many
times they find out who is looking for drummers or who has just left their band. Make
sure they have a few of your cards.

Make yourself available and keep networking and letting the word out that you are looking
for work. Tell everyone you meet.

The Drummers Boot Camp will go into a more detailed about marketing yourself to get more
work. | want to give you the edge and the new media out there is your new connection to the
industry. More and more bands are on independent labels now and are doing their own
marketing through the internet and | want you to use it to.

To your continuing success,
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