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BONUS #2
CHECK LIST
THE TOP 27 QUESTIONS TO ASK
WHEN YOU GET THAT CALL

We all like to make money when we work. But when you accept a gig, do you ask all the right
questions to assure that you are going to get paid?

Do you go blindly to the gig and later when you are packing up, realized that because you forgot
to ask important detailed questions you were left stranded on the side of the road?

| am sure at this moment you are having those bad gig nightmare stories going through your head
and knowing what you know now, they would not have happened or you could have prevented it.
So when a gig comes in, what do we ask the band members, the managers, the road
managers...etc.

Usually we ask about money and distance and who's playing. Then there are the times that we
see an ad or get the call from someone we don't know and we get so excited that we forget to ask
the right questions to protect ourselves from getting ripped off or talked into doing it for less.

| have put together a check list to help all drummers ask all and the right questions so you will
get paid fairly and have fun.

| want you to succeed and come home with money in your pocket. | want you to feel assured that
taking that gig, was a good decision and that you can have a good time and enjoy doing what you
love to do. Play the drums!

| want you to make the right choices. Here is the list of questions that will help you make the
right decisions and land the better gigs.

Make sure you take care of yourself and that everything is legit.

After you answer these questions, call a friend in the business and see if you can find someone
that knows the band and find out their reputation. You don't want to find yourself stuck in bad
situation because the band had a reputation of not being responsible.

| hope this check list will help you find a great and prosperous gig and you make some great
friends on the road.

To your success!
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Liz Ficalora
Author of
"How to Write a Fast and Easy Drum Chart




What Should | Ask When | Get That Call?

You may not have to use all these questions but go through them and see which ones could affect
you. Copy these pages and use often. Check off all questions and write in answers as you talk to
the band leader or manager.

Band or Artist Date

Gig Date (s) Pay

Location

Check list: i

1. Are they a working band?

2. s this a national act, road band or just a weekend band?

3. Are they a steady or part time working band?

4. Do they ever work for free?

5. What kind of material do they play?

6. How much gear do you need to bring?

7. Do you need to use your own transportation?

8. If you do, will you get reimbursed for the gas cost if you drive?

9. Do they provide the transportation?

10. Do they travel by bus, van or car?

11. How far away are the gigs? In miles? In days?

12. How many days out? How many days back in town?

13. How many days are they on the road out of the year?

14. How many shows are there per week? Per Month? Per Year?




15. Is this a year round gig?

17. How much do you pay_per show?

19. Does the gig include housing or hotels?

21. What can | expect to put in my pocket each week?

23. Do you have a manager? Are you on good terms with the manger?

25. Do | have to pay for new pictures or any promotional material?

27. Do | pay for the drum tech?




