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About the Core Books

• The music of Dennis Alexander and Martha Mier is accessible and sounds great.
• The pacing and sound pedagogy produces strong sight-readers. 
• Musical structure and concepts are presented in a fun and interactive way.
• The emphasis on performing rhythms in patterns helps with reading  
 and memorization. 
•The CDs for Lesson and Performance books, beautifully performed on 
 acoustic piano, provide an excellent model.
• Creative orchestrations on the GM disks for the Lesson and Performance books  
 are appealing to students.

Lesson Book—introduces all new concepts.
Theory Book—promotes comprehensive musicianship.
Performance Book—contains outstanding music written in varied  
 styles to reinforce the new musical concepts.

(Additional materials are available for the course. See page 64.)

 What Teachers Like About
 Premier Piano Course

Left: Premier Piano Course pedagogues 
Gayle Kowalchyk, E. L. Lancaster, and 
Victoria McArthur.

Right: Premier Piano Course composers 
Martha Mier and Dennis Alexander.

About Premier Piano Course

“Thank you so much for sending 
the next level of Premier books 
for Jacob. He is an excellent 
student, and his mother is a hard-
working single mom. I give free 
piano lessons to Jacob and you 
give him free books! Both of us 
together are making a difference 
in his life. Thank you so much!”

-Kathy, Kentucky



3

About the Core Books
Dennis Alexander has earned an international reputation  
as one of the most prolific and popular composers of piano  
music for students at all levels. His pieces have been staples on  
festival and syllabus lists for more than 20 years. 

Martha Mier is the composer of the popular piano series Jazz, Rags & 
Blues, the top-selling supplemental piano series in the world. Because she 
taught piano for many years, her compositions reflect her keen sense of 
what students want to play and how they learn. 

Dr. Victoria McArthur is Program Director of Piano Pedagogy at 
Florida State University, Tallahassee. She is a noted expert in the areas  
of piano technique, sight-reading, and practice strategies.

Dr. Gayle Kowalchyk and her husband, Dr. E. L. Lancaster, have 
authored more than 400 educational piano books based on their years 
of experience on college faculties and in their private piano studio.  
At Alfred, Gayle is Senior Editor of Supplemental Piano Publications and  
E. L. is Senior Vice President and Keyboard Editor-in-Chief.

About the Authors

About Premier Piano Course

Join Our Community

Stay updated with Alfred Piano on  and .

facebook.com/alfredmusicpiano twitter.com/alfredpiano
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Pedagogical Focus
 • Reading skills
 • Steady, rhythmic pulse
 • Basic technical foundation

Reading
 • Landmark notes C, G, F
 • Steps and skips up and down  
  from landmark notes
 • Bass clef introduced before treble clef
 • Varied fingerings to prevent  
  reading by finger numbers 
 • No fixed hand positions
 • Short sight-reading examples  
  included in Lesson Book
 • Sight-reading examples (Now Play  
  This) included in Theory Book
 • Flash Cards include sight-reading  
  examples

Rhythm
 • New notes immediately used in  
  short rhythm patterns
 • Corresponding rest introduced  
  after each new note 
 • 10 multiple-note rhythm patterns  
  develop sight-reading skills
 • Duet accompaniments promote  
  a steady pulse

Technique
 • Developed equally in both hands
 • Short, effective technical exercises  
  (Workouts) included in Lesson  
  Book
 • Entire range of the keyboard is  
  explored through creative pieces

Creative Thinking and Musicality
 • Duet accompaniments in a  
  variety of styles to encourage  
  stylistic performance
 • Analysis (Closer Look) to  
  promote musical understanding
 • Suggestions (Premier Performer)  
  to enhance performance skills
 • Activities such as composition  
  and improvisation (Imagination  
  Station) to encourage creativity  
  beyond the music on the page in  
  both Lesson Book and Theory  
  Book
 • Ear-training activities (Now Hear  
  This) included in Theory Book
 

Classical Composers Introduced
 • Johann Sebastian Bach
 • Ludwig van Beethoven
 • Franz Joseph Haydn
 • Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
 • Guiseppe Verdi

Familiar Music Used in  
Lesson Book (Arranged)
 • Alouette
 • Beethoven: Ode to Joy
 • Big Ben
 • Haydn: Theme from Surprise  
  Symphony
 • Hush Little Baby
 • Merrily We Roll Along
 • Mozart: Eine Kleine Nachtmusik
 • Old Joe Clark
 • Old MacDonald 
 • The Wheels on the Bus

Familiar Music Used in  
Performance Book (Arranged)
 • Mulberry Bush
 • Verdi: Anvil Chorus

Level 1A Overview
Level 1A Overview
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Level 1A Overview
Lesson Book & CD 1A • 20652
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Pedagogical Focus
 • Gradual expansion of reading  
  range
 • Systematic development of  
  playing hands together
 • Intervals

Reading
 • New landmark notes, Treble C  
  and Low G
 • 2nds, 3rds, 4ths and 5ths up and  
  down from landmark notes
 • Sight-reading, Now Play This, and  
  flash card examples continue

Rhythm
 • Review of rhythm patterns from  
  Level 1A
 • 3 new rhythm patterns
 • Continuation of duet accompani- 
  ments for rhythmic stability

Technique
 • Hands-together coordination  
  developed through a sequence  
  of pieces and Workouts

Creative Thinking and Musicality
 • Closer Look, Premier Performer,  
  and Imagination Station continue
 • Activities in Theory Book (Musical  
  Detective) encourage analysis and  
  musicality

Familiar Music Used in Lesson Book 
(Arranged)
 • Chopsticks
 • My Pony
 • Row, Row, Row Your Boat

Familiar Music Used in  
Performance Book (Arranged)
 • Mary Ann
 • Mexican Clapping Song  
  (Chiapanecas)
 • Our Team Will Play Tonight
 • Scarborough Fair
 • Snake Charmer
 • When the Saints Go Marching In

Level 1B Overview
14 Level 1B Overview
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Level 1B Overview
Lesson Book & CD 1B • 22352
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Smooth Legato
Crisp Staccatos
Rising Wrist
Amazing Phrasing

Technique Tools

Singing Melody
Expressive Legato and Staccato
Legato Connection
Tempo and Expression

Artistic Etudes

Hold and Play
Contrary Motion
Parallel Motion

Hands Together Workshops
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The pieces in this book correlate 
page-by-page with the materials 
in Lesson Book 1B.  They should 
be assigned according to the 
instructions in the upper right 
corner of each page of this book.  
They also may be assigned as 
review material at any time 
after the student has passed the 
designated Lesson Book page.  
Pop and Movie Hits 1B also 
can be used to supplement any 
beginning piano method.

Edited by Morton Manus

PoP and Movie Hits 1B

CONTENTS

(Meet) The Flintstones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Great Balls of Fire. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Inspector Gadget . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Over the Rainbow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Puff (The Magic Dragon) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Theme from “Ice Castles” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Theme from “Superman” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

We’re Off to See the Wizard. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

What a Wonderful World. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

Yo Ho (A Pirate’s Life for Me) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Alfred’s Premier Piano Course 
Pop and Movie Hits Book 1B 
includes familiar pieces that 
reinforce concepts included 
in Lesson Book 1B.  The 
music continues the strong 
pedagogical focus of the course 
while providing the enjoyment 
of playing familiar popular 
music.  Duet accompaniments 
create rich sounds and can 
aid the student with rhythmic 
security.  Both solo and duet 
parts contain measure numbers 
for easy reference.

Allowing students to study 
music they enjoy is highly 
motivating.  Consequently, 
reading and rhythm skills 
often improve greatly 
when studying pop and 
movie music.  The authors 
hope that the music in Pop 
and Movie Hits 1B brings 
hours of enjoyment.

Printed in USA.
No part of this book shall be reproduced, arranged, adapted, recorded, 

publicly performed, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means 
without written permission from the publisher. In order to comply with 

copyright laws, please apply for such written permission and/or license by 
contacting the publisher at alfred.com/permissions.

ISBN-10: 0-7390-6496-7 

ISBN-13: 978-0-7390-6496-2

Produced by
Alfred Music Publishing Co., Inc. 
P.O. Box 10003 
Van Nuys, CA 91410-0003

alfred.com
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Jerry Lee Lewis is best known for his riveting on-
stage performance of Great Balls of Fire.  After 
its release in 1957, it reached No. 1 on the 
country hit list and No. 2 on the Billboard pop 
chart.  Rolling Stone magazine named it as one 
of 100 greatest songs ever written.
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Great Balls of Fire
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Duet: Student plays one octave higher.

Words and Music by 
Otis Blackwell and Jack Hammer
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Duet: Student plays one octave higher.

The classic song Over the Rainbow was sung by 
Judy Garland in the popular film The Wizard of Oz.  
It eventually became Garland’s “signature song,” 
meaning it was the most requested song during her 
live performances.  The song was originally deleted 
by the executive producers of the film since they 
thought it “slowed down” the movie.  The composer 
successfully argued that the song was an asset and it 
was put back into the movie. 
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Pedagogical Focus
 • Expansion of reading range  
  in treble clef
 • Eighth notes
 • Tonic and Dominant
 • Pedal
 • Major Five-Finger Patterns

Reading
 • Treble notes E, F, G added
 • Melodic and harmonic 6ths used  
  to aid in moving freely around  
  the keyboard
 • Sight-reading, Now Play This, and  
  flash card examples continue

Rhythm
 • Eighth notes introduced for the  
  first time allowing for greater  
  rhythmic security 
 • Eighth-note rhythm patterns  
  added to other rhythms of  
  gradually increasing complexity

Technique
 • Workouts continue developing  
  skills for playing hands together,  
  hand-over-hand crossings, and  
  finger crossings

Creative Thinking and Musicality
 • Closer Look, Premier Performer,  
  and Imagination Station continue
 • Activities in Theory Book (Under the  
  Microscope) encourage analysis  
  and musicality
 • Artistic Interpretation 
  (Telling a Story with Music)
 • Harmonization with Tonic and  
  Dominant

Classical Composers Introduced
 • Béla Bartók
 • Jeremiah Clarke
 • Alexander Reinagle
 • Daniel Gottlob Türk

Familiar Music Used in Lesson Book 
(Arranged)
 • Au clair de la lune
 • Clarke: Trumpet Voluntary

Familiar Music Used in  
Performance Book (Arranged)
 • Boom, Boom!  
  (Ain’t It Great to Be Crazy?)
 • Yankee Doodle Dazzle

Classical Piano Repertoire  
in Lesson Book
 • Bartók: Study  
  (First Term at the Piano)
 • Reinagle: Minuet

Classical Piano Repertoire in  
Performance Book
 • Reinagle: Allegro
 • Türk: March 1
 • Türk: March 2
 

Level 2A Overview
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33

1

5

Lesson Book: page 39

The D and A major 5-finger patterns are played with four white keys and one black key 
in the middle (3rd finger).  First practice slowly, then gradually increase the tempo.

1

5-finger pattern

1

broken chord block chord

A Major (Contrary Motion)

D Major (Parallel Motion)

1
Pattern

5

1

5

5
1

5

1

5

Parallel Motion Workout

D and A Major 5-Finger Patterns

Play again using an A major 5-finger pattern.

Play again using a D major 5-finger pattern.

38 Lesson Book: pages 44–45

Tools for Expressive Performance
Playing expressively is like assembling a challenging, fun puzzle with many pieces!  
To play with expression, you must use:

Appropriate tempo (speed).
Steady or even meter (time signature).
Dynamic contrasts.
Articulation (staccato and legato).
Correct pedal, if needed.
Good balance between melody and accompaniment.

An expressive pianist doesn’t just play the correct notes and rhythms.  All the 
other musical “puzzle pieces” also must be there!

Reach for the Stars

3
Moderato

When you’re feel-ing down and

1
5

kind of blue,

1
5

reach up high,

1
3

8va

touch the sky.

5

3

There is noth-ing that you can - not do when you

2

reach for the

1 2

stars.

3

Technique Tip:  Keep your foot over 
the damper pedal at all times, with 
your heel on the floor.
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pivot and cross

5

Moderately fast

1 2 1
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1

Cross-Overs
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Allegro

1 2 1

Pattern

5 1 2 1

5

5 5

Technique Tip:  Use finger and arm weight on the accented notes.

5

With energy

1 2 1
Pattern

5 1 2 1

5

5 5

Crossing over the Thumb 
When playing the piano, fingers often cross over the thumb.  On the closed keyboard cover:

Place the RH in a rounded hand position.
Keeping the thumb on its side tip, cross finger 2 over the thumb and tap the keyboard cover.
Bring finger 2 back to its starting position.

Repeat 3 times each day with RH, then LH.

Dynamic Shading
Crossing Over the Thumb
Solid-Sounding Chords
Two-Note Slurs
Seamless Melodies
Balance Between Melody and Accompaniment
Damper Pedal Footwork

Technique Tools

Feeling Intensity and Relaxation  
   with Dynamics
Creating Moods in Music
Ringing Tone
Tools for Expressive Performance

Artistic Etudes

Parallel Motion
Contrary Motion
C and G 5-finger patterns
D and A 5-finger patterns

Hands Together Workshops
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The Chicken Dance
(Dance Little Bird)
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Pedagogical Focus
 • Continuing expansion of reading  
  range using leger line notes
 • Systematic development of legato  
  pedaling
 • Minor Five-Finger Patterns
 • Major scales

Reading
 • Leger line notes between the  
  staves, E, A and B 
 • Melodic and harmonic 7ths and  
  8ths (octaves) used to aid in  
  moving freely over the keyboard
 • Sight-reading, Now Play This, and  
  flash card examples continue
 • Key signature for G major

Rhythm
 • Dotted quarter and eighth-note 
  patterns added to other rhythms of  
  gradually increasing complexity. 
  
 

Technique
 • Workouts continue the  
  development of skills, including   
  one-octave scales, chord patterns,  
  hand-over-hand arpeggios, and  
  legato pedaling

Creative Thinking and Musicality
 • Closer Look, Premier Performer,   
  and Imagination Station continue
 • Activities in Theory Book (Music  
  Research Assistant) encourage analysis  
  and musicality
 • Harmonization with Tonic and   
  Dominant

Classical Composers Introduced
 • Louis Köhler
 • Ludvig Schytte
 • Richard Strauss

Familiar Music Used in Lesson Book 
(Arranged)
 • The Erie Canal
 • The Grand Old Duke of York
 • Over the Rainbow  
  (The Wizard of Oz)
 • Strauss: Also sprach Zarathustra
 • Take Me Out to the Ball Game

Classical Piano Repertoire in 
Performance Book
 • van den Hove: Dutch Dance

Classical Piano Repertoire in 
Performance Book
 • Schytte: Short Story, Op. 108,  
  No. 13

Level 2B Overview
30 Level 2B Overview



31

Level 2B Overview
Lesson Book & CD 2B • 2571�



32 Lesson Book & CD 2B • 2571�



33Theory Book 2B • 25725



34 Performance Book & CD 2B • 25722



35Technique Book 2B • 32177

Technique 2B

ContentsEdited by Morton Manus

Cover Design by Ted Engelbart

Interior Design by Tom Gerou

Illustrations by Jimmy Holder

Music Engraving by Linda Lusk

A Note to Teachers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2
Technique Tools Review  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3–4
Masterwork Etude 1 (Counterpoint)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5
Technique Tool 1 (Three-Note Slurs)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7
Hands-Together Workshop 1

(A and D Minor 5-Finger Patterns) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8
Hands-Together Workshop 2

(C and G Minor 5-Finger Patterns) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9
Hands-Together Workshop 3

(Major and Minor 5-Finger Patterns)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10
Technique Tool 2 (Preparing Quickly 
    for Hand Crossings)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11
Artistic Etude 1 (Playing with Continuity)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
Technique Tool 3 (Feel the Downbeat) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14–15
Rockin’ 7ths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16
Technique Tool 4 (Finger Stretches)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18
Masterwork Etude 2 (Counterpoint)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19
Technique Tool 5 (Legato Pedal)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .20
Legato Pedal .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 21
Rockin’ Octaves  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .22
Artistic Etude 2 (Playing with a Dramatic Sound)  .  .  .  .  .  .24
Technique Tool 6 (Finger 1 under Finger 3)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .26
Technique Tool 7 (Finger 3 over Finger 1)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .27
Hands-Together Workshop 4 

(Major Scales in Contrary Motion) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .30

The I and V7 Chords in C  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .32

The I and V7 Chords in G .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .33
Dotted Quarter Note Technique  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .36
Masterwork Etude 3 (Gentle Hand Rock)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .37
Artistic Etude 3 (Rhythm and Musical Mood)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .38
Technique Tools Review  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .40

Alfred Music Publishing Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 10003
Van Nuys, CA 91410-0003

alfred.com

Copyright © MMXI by Alfred Music Publishing Co., Inc.
All rights reserved.  Printed in USA.
No part of this book shall be reproduced, arranged, adapted, recorded, publicly performed, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted by any means without written permission from the publisher. In order to comply with copyright laws, please apply for
such written permission and/or license by contacting the publisher at alfred.com/permissions.

ISBN-10: 0-7390-5935-1
ISBN-13: 978-0-7390-5935-7

5
Lesson Book: page 6

Masterwork Etude 1

Counterpoint refers to a style of music that includes two or more 
melodies played together.  In Dialogue, the LH melody begins a 
measure later than the RH melody.

Practice each hand separately before playing hands together.
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Lesson Book: page 15

A Quiet Lagoon

Artistic Etude 1

Playing with Continuity
Playing with continuity (no stops) requires special practice.

In measures 17–24, circle the fingering where either hand moves to 
a new location on the keyboard.

Now slowly play an outline version of these measures.  To do this, play 
only the first circled note(s) when the hand moves to a new position.

Gradually play faster using outline practice.

Play the entire piece as written.

1

1
5

Andante

1
5

1
5

5
1

5

2
LH
over

1 2 4

2
LH
over

10

3

1

2 1 2

2

Technique Tip:  Prepare quickly for 
the left-hand crossings.
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With energy

Lesson Book: pages 40–41

Charles-Louis Hanon (1819–1900)
Op. 100, No. 10

(adapted)

Technique Tip:  Keep your arm and hand 
relaxed when playing the finger stretches
in Hanon Goes Jazzy.

Hanon Goes Jazzy
(Finger Stretches)

Three-Note Slurs
Preparing Quickly for Hand Crossings
Feel the Downbeat
Finger Stretches
Legato Pedal
Finger 1 under Finger 3
Finger 3 over Finger 1

Technique Tools

Playing with Continuity
Playing with a Dramatic Sound
Rhythm and Musical Mood

Artistic Etudes

A and D Minor 5-Finger Patterns
C and G Minor 5-Finger Patterns
Major and Minor 5-Finger Patterns
Major Scales in Contrary Motion

Hands Together Workshops
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Pedagogical Focus
 • Reading with leger lines
 • Additional major scales
 • Subdominant

Reading
 • Leger lines above and below  
  the staff added
 • Entire grand staff
 • Sight-reading and Now Play This  
  examples continue
 • Key signatures for F and D major

Rhythm
 • Patterns in 3/8 and 6/8 meter added
  to other rhythms of gradually
  increasing complexity
 • Syncopation
 • Swing-style eighth notes

Technique
 • Workouts continue the 
  development of skills, including  
  one-octave scales, chord patterns  
  in new keys, waltz bass, and more  
  complex fingering principles

Creative Thinking and Musicality
 • Closer Look, Premier Performer,  
  and Imagination Station continue
 • Artistic Interpretation (Painting a 
  Picture with Music Colors)
 • Harmonization with Tonic,  
  Dominant and Subdominant

Classical Composers Introduced
 • Alexander Borodin
 • Antonin Dvorák
 • Jean-Joseph Mouret
 • Leopold Mozart
 • Peter Ilych Tchaikovsky

Familiar Music Used in Lesson Book 
(Arranged)
 • America, the Beautiful
 • Borodin: Polovetsian Dance  
  (Prince Igor)
 • Island Daydream
 • New River Train
 • Reveille Boogie
 • Singin’ in the Rain

Familiar Music Used in  
Performance Book (Arranged)
 • Dvorák: New World Symphony Theme
 • Mouret: Rondeau  
  (Suite de Symphonies, No. 1)
 • Simple Gifts
 • Tchaikovsky: A Cool Caravan 
   (March Slav)

Classical Piano Repertoire in  
Lesson Book
 • Gurlitt: Morning Sunrise, Op. 117,  
  No. 13
 • L. Mozart: Minuet in F Major
 • Türk: The Scale Ladder

Classical Piano Repertoire in 
Performance Book
 • Haydn: German Dance in D Major
 • Schytte: Balancing Act, Op. 108, No. 12
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be assigned according to the 
instructions in the upper right 
corner of each page of this book.  
They also may be assigned as 
review material at any time 
after the student has passed the 
designated Lesson Book page.  
Pop and Movie Hits 3 also can be 
used to supplement any beginning 
piano method.

llowing students to study 
music they enjoy is highly 
motivating.  Consequently, 
reading and rhythm skills 
often improve greatly 
when studying pop and 
movie music.  The authors 
hope that the music in Pop 
and Movie Hits 3 brings 
hours of enjoyment.
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Pop and Movie Hits Book 3 
includes familiar pieces that 
reinforce concepts included 
in Lesson Book 3.  The 
music continues the strong 
pedagogical focus of the 
course while providing the 
enjoyment of playing familiar 
popular music.

PoP and Movie Hits 3

ContEnts

Baby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

Breakaway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Bridge Over Troubled Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

California, Here I Come . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Colors of the Wind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

Don’t Stop Believin’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Looking Back (Love Theme from Glee) . . . . . . . 10

Raindrops Keep Fallin’ on My Head . . . . . . . . . . 8

Someday My Prince Will Come. . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Somewhere My Love (Lara’s Theme) . . . . . . . . 20

Splish Splash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Wipe Out. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

6

&

?

c

c

˙

3

‰ j

œ œ œ

.

.

œ
œ

1
5

J

œ
œ

˙
˙

F

Slowly

.˙ œ œ

.

.

œ

œ

1
5

J

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙
‰ j

œ œ œ

.

.

œ
œ

J

œ
œ

˙
˙

&

?

4

.˙ œ

4

œ

When you’re

.

.

œ

œ

J

œ

œ

˙

˙

P

œ œ .˙

wea - ry,

.

.

œ
œ

J

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

.˙
œ œ

feel - in’

.

.

œ

œ

J

œ

œ

˙

˙

&

?

7

w
w

small,

.

.

œ
œ

J

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

Œ œ
œ

1
3

œb œ

when tears are

w

w

.

.˙
˙

1
2

œ

œ

in your

.

.

œ
œ

J

œ
œ

˙
˙

˙ Œ œ

5

œ

eyes, I will

.

.
œ
œ

J

œ
œ

˙
˙

&

?

11

œ
œ

3

œ ˙

dry them all.

.

.
˙
˙

œ

Œ
œ

3

œ œ

I’m on your

œ
œ

œ

1

œ œ

w

side,

.

.

œ

œ

1
5

J

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

Bridge Over Troubled Water

Words and Music by
Paul Simon
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Don’t Stop Believin’
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Baby

Lesson Book: pages 46–47

Contents
Baby ................................................... 28
Breakaway ...........................................17
Bridge Over Troubled Water ................. 6
California, Here I Come ........................ 2
Colors of the Wind ............................. 26
Don’t Stop Believin’ ............................ 23
Looking Back  
    (Love Theme from Glee) ..................10
Raindrops Keep Fallin’ on My Head ...... 8
Someday My Prince Will Come ............12
Somewhere My Love (Lara’s Theme) ..20
Splish Splash .......................................... 4
Wipe Out ............................................14
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Contents
Fum, Fum, Fum ..................................... 4
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen ............12
Good King Wencelas ...........................20
I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day ..... 22
Jingle Bell Rock ....................................16
Jingle Bells ............................................ 2
Jolly Old Saint Nicholas .......................14
O Come, All Ye Faithful ........................18
O Little Town of Bethlehem .................. 8
We Three Kings of Orient Are ..............10
We Wish You a Merry Christmas ........... 6
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Pedagogical Focus
 • Continued development of  
  musical and technical skills
 • Practice plans for longer pieces
 • Relative Minor
 • Chords in root position, first  
  inversion, and second inversion

Reading
 • Sight-reading and Now Play This  
  examples continue
 • Key signatures for A and E minor

Rhythm
 • Triplets and sixteenth-note patterns
  added to rhythms of increasing 
  complexity

Technique
 • Workouts continue the development  
  of skills, including one-octave  
  arpeggios, scales and chord patterns
   in new keys, blocking, changing  
  fingers on the same note, finger  
  substitution, and Alberti bass

Creative Thinking and Musicality
 • Closer Look, Premier Performer, and  
  Imagination Station continue
 • Artistic Interpretation (cadenza)
 • Harmonization with Tonic, Dominant  
  and Subdominant in minor

Classical Composers Introduced
 • Johann Burgmüller
 • Antonio Vivaldi

Familiar Music Used in  
Lesson Book (Arranged)
 • Amazing Grace
 • The Ballad of Gilligan’s Isle
 • Greensleeves

Familiar Music Used in  
Performance Book (Arranged)
 • House of the Rising Sun
 • Vivaldi: Spring 
  (from The Four Seasons)

Classical Piano Repertoire in  
Lesson Book
 • Burgmüller: Arabesque
 • Gurlitt: Peaceful Night
 • L. Mozart: Burleske
 • Schytte: Waterfall

Classical Piano Repertoire in  
Performance Book
 • Bach: Musette in D Major
 • Duncombe: Sonatina in C Major
 • Mozart: Minuet in F Major

Level 4 Overview
Level 4 Overview
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Edited by Morton Manus

Produced by
Alfred Music Publishing Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 10003
Van Nuys, CA 91410-0003

alfred.com

Printed in USA.
No part of this book shall be reproduced, arranged, adapted, recorded, 

publicly performed, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means 
without written permission from the publisher.  In order to comply with 

copyright laws, please apply for such written permission and/or license by 
contacting the publisher at alfred.com/permissions.

ISBN-10: 0-7390-7406-7

ISBN-13: 978-0-7390-7406-0

The pieces in this book correlate 
page-by-page with the materials 
in Lesson Book 4.  They should 
be assigned according to the 
instructions in the upper right 
corner of each page of this 
book.  They also may be assigned 
as review material at any time 
after the student has passed the 
designated Lesson Book page.  
Pop and Movie Hits 4 also can be 
used to supplement any beginning 
piano method.

Allowing students to study 
music they enjoy is highly 
motivating.  Consequently, 
reading and rhythm skills 
often improve greatly 
when studying pop and 
movie music.  The authors 
hope that the music in Pop 
and Movie Hits 4 brings 
hours of enjoyment.

Alfred’s Premier Piano Course
Pop and Movie Hits Book 4 
includes familiar pieces that 
reinforce concepts included 
in Lesson Book 4.  The 
music continues the strong 
pedagogical focus of the 
course while providing the 
enjoyment of playing familiar 
popular music.

PoP and Movie Hits 4

ContEnts

Batman Theme. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Be Our Guest
(from Walt Disney’s Beauty and the Beast) . . . . . .  21

Blue Moon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Cruella De Vil
(from Walt Disney’s 101 Dalmations). . . . . . . . . . 27

Endless Love. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

Gonna Fly Now (Theme from Rocky) . . . . . . . . . . 7

Theme from “Ice Castles”
(Through the Eyes of Love) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Inspector Gadget (Theme) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

New Soul. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

Pink Panther, The . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

Sound of Silence, The . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
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Lesson Book: pages 30–31

Be Our Guest
(from Walt Disney’s Beauty and the Beast)
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Words and Music by
Yael Naim and David Donatien

Lesson Book: pages 36–37
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By Henry Mancini

Lesson Book: pages 44–47

The Pink Panther

Contents
Batman  ...............................................14 
Be Our Guest (from Walt Disney’s  
   Beauty and the Beast) ........................21
Blue Moon ........................................... 2
Cruella De Vil (from Walt Disney’s  
   101 Dalmations) .............................. 27
Endless Love ........................................10
Gonna Fly Now (Theme from Rocky) ... 7
Theme from “Ice Castles”  
   (Through the Eyes of Love) ...............12
Inspector Gadget (Theme) ..................... 4
New Soul ............................................ 24
Pink Panther, The ................................30
Sound of Silence, The ...........................18



51Christmas Book 4 • 32818

Contents
Away in a Manger ...............................12
Deck the Halls ......................................10
First Noel, The .....................................16
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing ................ 6
Joy to the World .................................14
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel .............. 8
Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow ............18
Russian Dance (Trépak)
   (from The Nutcracker) .....................20
Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town ............ 22
Silent Night ........................................... 4
Ukrainian Bell Carol (Carol of the Bells) .... 2
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Pedagogical Focus
 • Elements of style in Baroque and  
  Classical style periods
 • Practice plans for longer pieces
 • Augmented triads
 • Major sharp key signatures
 • Two-octave scales

Reading
 • Sight-reading and Now Play This  
  examples continue
 • Key signatures for B-flat major,  
  D and G minor

Rhythm
 • Sixteenth notes in 3/8 and 6/8 meter
 • Dotted eighth and sixteenth-note  
  patterns added to other rhythms of  
  gradually increasing complexity

Technique
 • Workouts continue the development 
  of skills, including two-octave scales  
  beginning on white keys, grace notes,  
  off-beat accompaniment patterns, 
  note-against-note coordination, and  
  more complex fingering principles

Creative Thinking and Musicality
 • Closer Look, Premier Performer, and  
  Imagination Station continue
 • Artistic Interpretation 
  (Developing a Singing Tone)
 • Harmonization with Tonic, Dominant,  
  and Subdominant in minor

Classical Composers Introduced
 • Muzio Clementi
 • Felix Le Couppey
 • Jean-François Dandrieu
 • Edvard Grieg
 • Jean-Phillipe Rameau
 • Domenico Scarlatti
 • Robert Schumann

Familiar Music Used in  
Lesson Book (Arranged)
 • Grieg: In the Hall of the Mountain  
  King (Peer Gynt Suite No. 1)
 • Hava Nagila
 • If I Only Had a Brain  
  (The Wizard of Oz)
 • Verdi: Caro nome (Rigoletto)

Familiar Music Used in  
Performance Book (Arranged)
 • Tchaikovsky: June: Barcarolle  
  (The Seasons)

Classical Piano Repertoire in  
Lesson Book
 • Bartók: Teasing Song in E Major
 • Beethoven: German Dance in A Major
 • Clementi: Sonatina in C Major,  
  Op. 36, No. 1 (First Movement)
 • Gurlitt: Song of the Cello, Op. 82,  
  No. 65
 • Le Couppey: La petite étude, Op. 17,  
  No. 6
 • Petzold: Minuet in G Major  
  (Notebook for Anna Magdalena Bach)
 • Petzold: Minuet in G Minor  
  (Notebook for Anna Magdalena Bach)
 • Rameau: Rondino

Classical Piano Repertoire in  
Performance Book
 • Clementi: Sonatina in C Major,  
  Op. 36, No. 1 (Second Movement)
 • Clementi: Sonatina in C Major,  
  Op. 36, No. 1 (Third Movement)
 • Dandrieu: The Fifers
 • Haydn: German Dance in E Major
 • Scarlatti: Minuetto, K. 73b: L. 217
 • Schumann: Soldier’s March  
  (Album for the Young)

Level 5 Overview
52 Level 5 Overview
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Pedagogical Focus
 • Elements of style in Romantic and  
  Contemporary Periods
 • Section on popular music tracing 
  its history and development  
 • Practice plans for longer pieces
 • Diminshed triads
 • Major flat key signatures
 • Two-octave scales
 • Diatonic triads
 • Ii-V7-I chord progression

Reading
 • Sight-reading and Now Play This  
  examples continue
 • Key signatures for E-flat major, 
  C and B minor

Rhythm
 • Mixed meter
 • Syncopated eighth and sixteenth-note  
  patterns added to other rhythms of  
  gradually increasing complexity

Technique
 • Workouts continue the development  
  of skills, including two-octave scales  
  beginning on black keys, two-octave  
  arpeggios, note-against-note  
  coordination, and more complex  
  fingering principles

Creative Thinking and Musicality
 • Closer Look, Premier Performer, and  
  Imagination Stations continue
 • Artistic Interpretation (Playing with  
  Expressive Tone)
 • Harmonization with ii, V7, and I

Classical Composers Introduced
 • Nadia Boulanger
 • Frédéric Chopin

Familiar Music Used in  
Lesson Book (Arranged)
 • Bach: Sicilienne (Sonata No. 2 for  
  Flute and Harpsichord)
 • Black Is the Color (of My  
  True Love’s Hair)
 • Chattanooga Choo Choo
 • Joplin: The Entertainer
 • Pachelbel: Canon in D

Classical Piano Repertoire in  
Lesson Book
 • Bartók: Brâul, Sz. 56, No. 2  
  (Romanian Folk Dances)
 • Beethoven: Écossaise
 • Burgmüller:  Ballade
 • Diabelli:  Bagatelle, Op. 125, No. 10
 • Ellmenreich: Spinning Song, Op. 14,  
  No. 4
 • Heller: Tolling Bells, Op. 125, No. 8
 • von Weber - Scherzo

Classical Piano Repertoire in  
Performance Book
 • Bach, CPE: Solfeggio in C Minor
 • Bartók: In the Village (For Children,  
  Volume 1)
 • Beethoven: Sonatina in G Major,  
  (First Movement)
 • Beethoven: Sonatina in G Major,  
  (Second Movement)
 • Gurlitt: Waltz in B Minor, Op. 205,  
  No. 10
 • Heller: The Avalanche, Op. 45, No. 2
 • Schumann: The Wild Rider  
  (Album for the Young)

Level 6 Overview
Level 6 Overview
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