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New Music and Resources
From Alfred Music

Explore the new releases from Alfred Music! Visit this page 
to shop on our website or to view our catalog:

alfred.com/newmusic23

ENHANCE YOUR REVIEW

Watch trailers and 
Score & Sound videos.

Stream full performance 
choral recordings or  

audio excerpts.

View or download 
full choral PDFs or  

sample pages.
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Please refer to pages 4–5 for excerpts from International Sound Stories.

INTERNATIONAL  
SOUND STORIES
Folk Tales, Fables, and Poems  
for the Music Classroom
By Anna Wentlent

Promote full listening, encourage active participation, and 
make cultural connections with this useful collection of 
literature from around the world. 20 folk tales, fables, and 
poems have been thoughtfully selected from a variety 
of countries with rich storytelling traditions, including 
India, Korea, Hawaii, Mexico, Ireland, Germany, Ghana, 
and more. Each tale includes specific sound effects, for 
exploration on common classroom instruments. You 
may choose to read and play as written, use them as 
inspiration for student creation (such as curated playlists 
or digital compositions), or even employ them as a 
resource for interdisciplinary work.

• Recommended for grades 1–6.

• Book includes access to PDF of each story to print or project.

SOUND STORIES:
1. The Boy Who Lived with Bears:  

Iroquois Legend
2. Casey at the Bat: American Poem
3. The Rabbit in the Moon:  

Mesoamerican Myth
4. Viracocha Brings Forth the World:  

Incan Creation Story
5. How Māui Slowed the Sun:  

Polynesian Myth
6. Momotaro: Japanese Folk Tale
7. The Tale of Sim Cheong: Korean Folk Tale
8. Race for the Chinese Zodiac:  

Chinese Myth
9. The Elephant and the Dog:  

Indian Folk Tale 
10. Toontooni and the Barber:  

Pakistani Folk Tale

11. Why Anansi Has Eight Long Legs:  
Akan Folk Tale

12. Rapunzel: European Fairy Tale Collected 
by the Brothers Grimm

13. Guifà's Fine Clothes: Italian Folk Tale
14. The Pipes of Pan: Greek Myth
15. The Mitten: Ukrainian Folk Tale
16. Baba Yaga and Vasilisa the Fair:  

Slavic Folk Tale
17. The Bremen Town Musicians:  

German Folk Tale Collected by the 
Brothers Grimm

18. The Boy Who Wanted More Cheese: 
Dutch Folk Tale

19. Jack and the Beanstalk: English Fairy Tale
20. The Rattlin’ Bog: Irish Folk Song

 
Book (00-50315)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$29 .99

Also available digitally .
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Please refer to pages 7–11 for excerpts from Bucket Classics!

BUCKET CLASSICS!
Classical Play-Along Songs for Bucket 
Drums and Classroom Percussion
By Tom Anderson

Experience classical music in a new way—playing along 
with bucket drums! Add optional classroom instruments 
for even more fun. This curated collection of earworms 
includes highlights from classical composers like 
Pachelbel, Mozart, Beethoven, and Strauss. These themes 
have stood the test of time and are still heard in movies, 
TV shows, and commercials today. Teaching suggestions, 
playing tips, complete scores, and student parts are 
provided. Digital access allows you to download full-
performance and accompaniment only tracks as well as 
PDFs for printing or projecting. Grab your sticks, buckets, 
and instruments to take a musical journey from In the Hall 
of the Mountain King to the William Tell Overture!  

• Recommended for grades 5 and up.

• Book includes access to reproducible student pages.

• Online audio includes full-performance and accompaniment only tracks.

TITLES:
1. Also Sprach Zarathustra  

(Richard Strauss) 
2. Eine Kleine Nachtmusik  

(Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart) 
3. William Tell Overture  

(Gioachino Rossini) 
4. In the Hall of the Mountain King  

(Edvard Grieg) 

5. Canon in D  
(Johann Pachelbel)

6. Hungarian Dance No. 5  
(Johannes Brahms) 

7. Aquarium  
(Camille Saint-Saëns) 

8. Symphony No. 5 in C Minor  
(Ludwig van Beethoven)

 
Book & Online PDF (00-50316)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$34 .99

Also available digitally .
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Please refer to pages 13–15 for excerpts from Folk Songs Around the World.

FOLK SONGS  
AROUND THE WORLD
Arranged for Unison or 2-Part Singers
By Greg Gilpin, Ruth Morris Gray, Mary Donnelly 
and George L . O . Strid, Victor C . Johnson, Jerry 
Lim, Sarah Martinez, and Russell Robinson

Music is an inviting gateway to discover and celebrate 
diverse cultures. These ten authentic folk songs from 
around the globe are arranged for both two-part treble 
singers and unison voices (downloadable song sheets for 
both are included). Lightly orchestrated accompaniment 
tracks capture the unique rhythm, tone, and timbre of 
the West Indies, Japan, South Africa, Greece, Spain, 
China, Ukraine, Scotland, Ghana, and Haiti. This informed 
publication includes the background, pronunciation, 
and translation for every song, designed to launch your 
exploration of world music.   

• Recommended for grades 3 and up.

• Book includes access to reproducible song sheets in both unison and 2-part.

• Online audio includes full-performance and accompaniment recordings.

• Enhanced CD includes PDF singer pages, plus full-performance and accompaniment 
recordings.

TITLES:
1. El Vito (Spanish Folk Song) 

Arr. Greg Gilpin
2. Gerakina (Greek Folk Song) 

Arr. Greg Gilpin
3. Hosanna, We Build a House  

(West Indies Folk Song) 
Arr. Russell Robinson

4. Loch Lomond (Scottish Folk Song) 
Arr. Mary Donnelly & George L. O. Strid

5. Oy Khodyt Son (Ukrainian Lullaby) 
Arr. Sarah Martinez

6. Rainbow Sister (Chinese Folk Song) 
Arr. Jerry Lim

7. Siyahamba (South African Folk Song) 
Arr. Victor C. Johnson

8. Tanabata (Japanese Folk Song) 
Arr. Greg Gilpin

9. Tue, Tue (Ghanaian Folk Song) 
Arr. Ruth Morris Gray

10. Wangolo (Haitian Folk Song) 
Arr. Ruth Morris Gray

 
Book & Online PDF/Audio (00-50729)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $64 .99
Book & Online PDF (00-50730)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$34 .99
Enhanced CD (00-50731)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $44 .99
Online Audio (00-50732)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $44 .99

Also available digitally .
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Foreword
The history of the recorder dates back thousands of 
years, with similar types of duct flutes being found in 
archeological dig sites and cave artwork that is close 
to 35,000 years old. Mostly made of bone (and some 
ivory), these early flutes are an indication that music 
has been an important part of culture since the  
beginning of the human race. Not only may we surmise 
from these findings that music is essential to the  
human condition, but we may also notice that duct 
flutes are found in various geographical locations 
around the globe, thereby demonstrating the  
universality of its appeal and execution. 

To this day, various cultures continue to craft different 
types of duct flutes out of bone, ivory, wood, reeds, 
and now plastic. This connection to instruments from 
around the world is an important part of acknowledging 
the potential directions that recorder instruction may 
take within our classrooms, as well as the essential 
nature of students learning the recorder in our  
elementary music classrooms. 

Within the context of Western music history, the  
recorder has gained its place in the musical and  
cultural traditions of Europe during the Middle Ages. 
While this continues to be the root of the instrument 
in a classical music sense, elementary classrooms  
most certainly use the instrument as a way to build 
music literacy. Performance on the instrument also 
helps students learn the basics of playing a woodwind 
instrument, including the use of proper fingering 
technique, tonguing, and airflow.

While the technique itself is one of the most important  
parts of teaching the recorder, the most useful skill that 
recorder playing develops is music literacy because it 
requires students to read pitch and rhythm in real time. 
So with musical literacy as the goal, we should ask how 
to achieve this while teaching the recorder:

•  What makes a student successful at playing the 
recorder, particularly when given a piece of  
sheet music? 

•  How can we (as teachers) systematically build 
the skills necessary to ensure that all students 
achieve some measure of success with playing 
the recorder?

•  What sequencing and scaffolding should we 
employ as teachers to provide the best possible 
chance of success?

•  Which building blocks do our students need to 
have before ever picking up a recorder?

It is precisely these questions that have inspired  
the activities and strategies in this pre-reading  
recorder method.

Over the years, I have noticed that my students tend 
to be much more successful at properly reading  
music when the elements of rhythm, pitch, and  
technique are practiced individually (and closely 
progress-monitored) before they are synthesized into 
tasks where those elements come together. These 
basic building blocks, which are essential on an  
individual basis, can then be systematically  
synthesized to create literacy.

Once success is achieved (on a basic level) at naming 
pitches, executing rhythms, and playing recorder with 
proper technique, teachers can begin to build tasks 
that combine two of these elements together while 
deliberately withholding one of the elements.  
Ultimately, the culmination of all three pieces (rhythm, 
pitch, and technique) is the goal of musical literacy on 
the recorder.

The purpose of this book is to allow the teacher a  
variety of choices in building each of these three 
pieces separately, as well as choices for combining 
two of the elements at a time. Only the teacher can 
determine which of these activities are most helpful 
for their student population and skill levels within 
the classroom. A variety of choices are provided so 
that any teacher in any music classroom may choose 
how and when to use these activities. Each group 
of students is different—some will require more or 
less reinforcement on one or more of the elements 
(rhythm, pitch, and technique).

It is my hope that your students find the activities in 
the book to be engaging and fun while feeling  
successful. It is also my hope that you see how a  
systematic approach can build the steps for success 
and synthesis.

When this final synthesis takes place (after careful 
planning and building), you will find that  
internalization of the concepts becomes second  
nature, which leads students to musical independence 
and understanding.

Good luck, happy music-making, and I wish you and 
your students the best in your musical endeavors,

Ms. Danielle Bayert

How to Use this Book
Each point of the triangle below is a different skill necessary for recorder literacy. Notice the dotted lines  
connecting some of the skills with each other. These lines represent the synthesis of two concepts at the  
same time. After activities that include two concepts at a time, students are ready to combine all three  
and perform music.

PHASE ONE
Singular Concepts

•  Work each point of the  
triangle separately

•  Make sure your students have  
instant pitch identification

•  Make sure your students  
accurately perform rhythms

PHASE TWO
Combining Two Concepts

•  Work two of the triangle  
points at a time

•  Target the skills that need  
the most work for your  
particular group of students

•  Isolate single concepts  
as needed

PHASE THREE
Synthesizing Three Concepts

•  Begin reading music on  
the recorder

•  Reinforce concepts as the  
need arises

•  Include simpler activities that  
ensure success and scaffolding

Music
Literacy 
on the

Recorder

Technique

Rhythm Pitch

16
Please refer to pages 17–19 for excerpts from Recorder Readiness.

RECORDER READINESS
Creative Tools for Building Music Literacy
By Danielle Bayert

Kickoff, supplement, or reinforce your existing 
classroom recorder method with these engaging games, 
worksheets, and activities that invite customized learning. 
This hands-on toolkit isolates three distinct elements for 
building music literacy through recorder practice: rhythm, 
pitch, and technique. Start with each alone, then combine 
two at a time, and finally fully synthesize all three with 
ten culminating read-and-play melodies. Danielle’s 
creative, outside-of-the-box approach is so effective 
and so fun! Includes templates for several teacher-made 
manipulatives, puzzles, flashcards, and more.  

• Recommended for grades 2–5.

• Book includes access to reproducible templates and worksheets.

Rhythm
1. One-Measure Rhythm Strips
2. Recorder Rhythm Wheel
3. Rhythmic Dictation
4. Swat that Rhythm!
5. Rhythm Dice

Rhythm & Technique
1. Recorder Dice Game
2. Heart Chart Composition
3. One-Measure Composition Cards
4. Recorder Spinner
5. Recorder Flipper Book

Rhythm, Pitch & Technique
1. Hot Cross Buns 
2. Merrily We Roll Along
3. Rain, Rain, Go Away
4. Jingle Bells 
5. Amazing Grace

Pitch
1. Match by Memory (Treble Clef)
2. Name that Note!
3. Notation Station 
4. Treble Clef Spelling Bee 
5. Lines and Spaces Crossword

Pitch & Technique
1. Match by Memory (Fingering)
2. Fingering Finder
3. Arrow Notation Song:  

Hot Cross Buns
4. Arrow Notation Song:  

Merrily We Roll Along
5. Arrow Notation Song: Funga Alafia

6. Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star 
7. Au Claire de la Lune 
8. Sakura 
9. Ode to Joy 

10. Old Man River

Technique
1. All About Recorders
2. Echo Me!  
3. Recorders ’Round the World 
4. Technique Time! 
5. Parts of the Recorder

Rhythm & Pitch
1. What Do You Hear?
2. One Note, Two Measures
3. Roll a Measure
4. Four-Measure Recorder 

Composition
5. Fill in the Fingerings

Book & Online PDF (00-50316)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$34 .99

COMBINING TWO CONCEPTS

SINGULAR CONCEPTS

SYNTHESIZING THREE CONCEPTS 

Also available digitally .
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Please refer to pages 21–25 for excerpts from Candles! The Musical.

CANDLES! THE MUSICAL
A Multi-Holiday Celebration of Light
By Andy Beck and Brian Fisher  
With additional Music by Lois Brownsey and 
Marti Lunn Lantz, Sally K . Albrecht and Jay 
Althouse, Alan Billingsley, and Jerry Estes

Celebrate several end-of-year holidays with this inclusive 
35-minute musical for unison or 2-part singers. What 
do all of these holidays have in common? Candlelight! 
Nine de-“light”-ful original songs (sung by the full 
cast) are connected by an entertaining and informative 
rhyming script (for 1–48 speakers). Dress performers as 
individual tapers in various colors to represent Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Advent, and Diwali. Feel free to 
add songs and rhymes about other cultural traditions in 
your community to this flexible-by-design presentation. 
Staging suggestions and production notes are included. 

• Recommended for grades 3 and up.

• Performance time: 30 minutes.

• Teacher’s Handbook includes access to reproducible student pages.

• Online Audio includes full-performance and accompaniment recordings.

• Enhanced CD includes PDFs of the reproducible student pages, plus full-performance and 
accompaniment recordings.

Teacher's Handbook & Online PDF/Audio (00-50318)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$74 .99
Teacher's Handbook & Online PDF (00-50319)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$39 .99
Online Audio  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$54 .99
Enhanced CD (00-50727) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$54 .99

Also available digitally .
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Please refer to page 27 for excerpts from the Nine Noteworthy series.

THE NINE NOTEWORTHY 
SERIES
Bios, Reviews, Reflection Questions,  
and Writing Prompts
By Krista Hart

Nine names you need to know! Each musician in this series 
is introduced with a quick-read Bio, brief Connections 
facts, and a Listening Lab identifying important works 
and key elements to discover in each musical selection. 
Students may check what they learned on the Review 
page, and then connect with the composer’s life and times 
through Reflection Questions and a culminating Writing 
Prompt. These digital books include fillable fields for 
onscreen use, or you may print and copy  
classroom handouts.  

• Recommended for grades 5 and up.

• Edited for cultural sensitivity by a professional  
equity consultant.

• PDFs include fillable fields for digital use, project  
in the classroom, or print as needed.

• 100% reproducible.

NINE NOTEWORTHY:  
BLACK COMPOSERS

Joseph Bologne
Scott Joplin
Samuel Coleridge-Taylor
Florence Price
Margaret Bonds
William Grant Still
Duke Ellington
Wynton Marsalis
Rhiannon Giddens

NINE NOTEWORTHY:  
LATIN AMERICAN MUSICIANS

Heitor Villa-Lobos
Astor Piazzolla
Tito Puente
Antônio Carlos Jobim
Rita Moreno
Tania León
Germaine Franco
Lin-Manuel Miranda
Gustavo Dudamel

Nine Noteworthy: Black Composers Digital Book (00-50249)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$14 .99
Nine Noteworthy: Latin American Musicians Digital Book (00-50271)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$14 .99
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Celebrating 10 Years of

For more than a decade, Vocalize! has delighted singers with imaginative and informative 
warm-ups. The original book has expanded into a series including two volumes of exercises, 
interactive sing-along slides, and a collection of canons.

Vocalize! Volumes 1 & 2
Accompanied Vocal Warm-Ups that Teach Technique
Each exercise is designed to reinforce fundamental vocal concepts for choral and 
solo singers of any age. Organized in focused categories, the purpose of every 
warm-up is evident, and clearly stated directions optimize growth. Supportive piano 
accompaniments, including progressive modulations, are lightly orchestrated on 
included audio tracks—perfect for ensemble rehearsals, studio lessons, or at-home 
practice. Downloadable singer pages provide extracted vocal lines.
Topics: beginning warm-ups, posture/freedom, vowels, dynamics, articulations, 
breath support, tone quality, resonance, diction, diphthongs, blend, intervals, 
intonation, range, expression, harmony, and more. 

Vocalize! 1 Book & Enhanced CD (00-40024) Also available digitally ..............$34.99
Available in MakeMusic Cloud!

Vocalize! 2 Book & Online Audio (00-49864) Also available digitally ...............$34.99

Vocalize! Interactive Slides
The 25 exercises in each slide deck include an embedded accompaniment track 
and may be projected in the classroom or distributed digitally. Purchase grants 
access to a personal copy in Google Slides and a PowerPoint file.

Vocalize! Set 1 Interactive Slides ........................................................................$29.99
Vocalize! Set 2 Interactive Slides ........................................................................$29.99
The Vocalize! Canon Collection Interactive Slides.............................................$29.99

The Vocalize! Canon Collection
55 Rounds for Choral and Classroom Singing
This impressive collection of rounds is ideal for warming up, sight-singing, 
technique-building, and more! From traditional and familiar to original and 
unexpected, each of the tuneful melodies easily stacks into two, three, or more 
layers. Accompaniment tracks and PDFs available digitally or on the Enhanced CD. 
Canons: Ah, Poor Bird • Ahrirang • Alleluia • Bella Donna • The Bell Doth Toll • 
Be Welcome • Candlelight Canon • Dona Nobis Pacem • Goodnight to You All • 
Hashivenu • Here’s a Merry Jest • Hine Ma Tov • How to Join the Choir • Jubilate 
Deo • Kyrie Canon • Mi Gallo • The Orchestra Song • Samba de Brazil • Shalom 
Chaverim • Ubi Sunt Gaudia • Wenceslas Canon • and more!

Book & Enhanced CD (00-46274) Also available digitally ................................$34.99
Available in MakeMusic Cloud!

Vocalize!


