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Dear Parent,

Congratulations on enrolling your child in the Music for Little Mozarts course! You have made a wise decision to help your child develop a lifelong love of music making. In fact, educators and psychologists from the beginning of the twentieth century to the present have attested to the value of music study in a child’s development. According to Jean Piaget (1896–1980), the noted Swiss psychologist, a child’s early years are the optimum period for intellectual development. He believed that children begin to think and react through symbols (language, drama, drawings, and dreams). This stage is perfect for starting the process of learning music.

Studies report that piano instruction is far superior to computer instruction in enhancing a child’s abstract reasoning skills, which are necessary for learning science and math. Most importantly, the study of music at a young age increases the quality of the child’s early life experiences. Music provides pleasure, joy, and an outlet for creative expression while developing listening and auditory discrimination skills. Music contributes to motor skill
development (both large muscle and small muscle), and it increases the range and flexibility of the voice. Music can soothe emotions, invite enthusiasm, and bring immense pleasure to the listener. Studying music contributes to the growth of a well-balanced child in sensitivity, expressiveness, and the spirit essential for functioning in a complicated world.

You will play a very important role in your child’s musical progress. Whenever possible, I encourage you to sit in on your child’s class so that you will feel comfortable assisting at home with practice. This practice time provides opportunities for sharing and bonding between you and your child. You will need to guide the order of things to practice at the keyboard and read directions for completing pages in the music workbook. Be sure to include CD listening as a vital component of practice time.

Important note: Some time during the next few months, your child may say something like, “I don’t want to practice,” or “I’m too tired to go to my music class.” Just be aware that your child’s interest will probably not be consistent; but to be successful, you will need to be consistent in your encouragement and commitment to music instruction. In most cases, simply acknowledge your child’s comments, but then go on with your normal routine just as you would if you heard the comment, “I don’t want to brush my teeth,” “I don’t want to stop playing with my toys,” or “I don’t want to go to bed.”

The more that music practice can be integrated into your child’s daily routines, the more growth in musical ability you will see. Please talk with me about any frustrations or concerns you may have. I am the third essential part of our parent-child-teacher triangle for musical achievement. I am looking forward to hearing and watching your child blossom in the Music for Little Mozarts class.

Sincerely,

[Teacher’s name]
